Ben Franklin Elementary PTO
January 2022 Meeting Minutes

WHEN: Monday, January 10, 2021
WHERE: Zoom Facilitator(s): Bonne Giglio
PTO BOARD: Bonne Giglio, Sandy Cayo, Donna Erichsen, Nicole Bottrel, Kate Schumacher, and
Megan Coopersmith
ATTENDEES: Principal Jay Billy, PTO Board, Ben Franklin teacher, Ben Franklin Parents/Guardians
START TIME: 7:02pm END TIME: 7:43pm

Topic and
Spokesperson
Introductions
Bonne Giglio

PTO President’s
Update
Bonne Giglio

Discussion Points

PTO Board introduced themselves
Bonne Giglio-PTO President, Kate Schumacher-Treasurer, Nicole BottrelCorresponding Secretary, Sandy Cayo-Alassan-Vice President 1, Donna
Erichsen-Vice President 2, Megan Coopersmith-Recording Secretary
-We had a fun end to 2021 and a weird start to the new year
-Coat Drive: we collected and delivered so many coats and warm clothing to Homefront
-Winter Wonderland event: it was a fun event and meant to be a fun, free event and not a
fundraiser
-Spirit Wear: a flash sale on remaining spirit wear will be happening soon! Stay tuned!

Principal Update
Mr. Billy

COVID
-With COVID cases spiking all around the country and in New Jersey, we stayed virtual
the first week. It helped keep cases down. This week he got many more quarantine
notices. About 22-23 students and staff are quarantining right now and if they were in
school last week, there would have been a ton more people having to quarantine since they
all would have been in class together. There was one positive case today at Ben Franklin,
but the person was not in school today so no one was sent home today.
-Mr. Billy is hoping people stay diligent keeping kids home and is hopeful that after the
next week or two, cases will start to calm down a bit.
-With rising COVID case numbers, Mr. Billy also stated that he will need to go back to
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more restrictive rules such as cutting back on parents in the classroom, class parties,
Principal Update students sitting together on the rugs etc. Mr. Billy is hopeful that later in the spring the
cont.
school will be able to have in person activities, but only time will tell.
Mr. Billy

Social Emotional Health Town Hall:
-Mr. Billy held a Town Hall last week and about 16-18 parents joined. The meeting
discussed the social emotional health of the kids.
-One good thing about zoom is that people don't have to leave their house so they’re more
likely to attend meetings.
Virtual Instruction last week:
-The staff did an amazing job with full day zoom days last week. The staff learned that the
school would be virtual at the same time all BF families learned it. The staff did great
pivoting to remote instruction very quickly.
-The school gave out 90 chromebooks in a day to prepare students for the virtual
instruction week.
Lunch to-go bags for students in need of lunch for this week:
-When it was announced by the district that the school wasn't providing lunches for this
early dismissal/no lunch week, the PTO collected food supplies from all of its board
members to help the children in need of lunch for the week. Two additional families also
wished to contribute as well. 60 bags were made from all the donated food items and 30 of
the bags went to Ben Franklin students in need of lunch for this week and 30 bags went to
Slackwood for its students in need of lunch for the week.
- Mr. Billy thanked Megan Coopersmith for collecting, bagging and delivering the to-go
bags to Ben Franklin and Slackwood. Mr. Billy thanked the PTO and BF families that also
contributed to the food collection as well.

2

Treasurer’s
Report
Kate Schumacher

Committee
Reports
Event chairs

Treasurer’s Report: January 2022
**See last page of Meeting Minutes for Kate Schumacher’s Treasurer’s Report**

MLK event:
-Sandy Cayo-Alassan spoke
-Due to COVID case numbers, it will be a virtual program only. See MLK day flyer
-There will be zoom read-a-louds by Mr. Billy, Ms. Cherry, Mrs. Smoots, and Sandy as well
as information of other activities happening around time.
Teacher Appreciation meals Sponsored by 1st Grade
-Sandy Cayo-Alassan spoke
-Pre-K and Kindergarten families sponsored their lunch back in November and the
collection from the families brought in about $500 to use for the Teacher lunch. It was a
catered lunch from Fedora.
-The plan for the Teacher Appreciation lunch sponsored by 1st grade is for 1st grade
families to send in items from the Signup Genius and Sandy Cayo-Alassan and Megan
Coopersmith will come to the school that morning and pre-package the food for each
teacher to enjoy. This will help keep safety issues down. Catered meals are very expensive
so this is a great alternative to keep costs down.
Dine to Donate:
-Bobbi Jo DeFelice spoke
-Nino’s and Meatheadz fundraisers went well
-more Dine to Donates are in the works
-Megan Coopersmith asked about the week long Five Below fundraiser that happened in
Deceomber. She asked how much it raised. Bobbi Jo said that Five Below sends a check
directly to the school so she does not know. No check has been received yet by the PTO so
stay tuned.

New Business
Bonne Giglio

Fundraising events and volunteers needed:
-The first half of the year the PTO focused on fun and free events for families and that’s
why the PTO had the direct appeal donation request at the beginning of the year. For the
second half of the year the PTO will need to start doing more fundraising.
-To aid in the fundraising effort and organize fundraising events, the PTO is forming new
committees and it needs volunteers:
1. Color Run- Will be in March. It is normally the same day as St. Baldrick’s, but
instead we will do it the weekend after so it doesn’t conflict with St. Baldrick’s
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fundraising. At the Color Run, we will sell shirts, throw color on children, serve
food and other fun stuff.
2. End of the Year Carnival: Will be in June. It will be a big fundraiser. There will
be raffle baskets so volunteers are needed to help collect and request donated items
for the raffle.
3. Screen Free Week: Will be the first week in May and usually is an event each night
of that week so the committee will come up with events for it.
4. Parents Night Out: The committee will work on what it would look like. In the
past it was a fundraiser in a rented hall with catered food, but that will likely not be
the plan this year. The committee will pick when to have this event.
If you want to be on a committee listed, please email the PTO at bfptorocks@gmail.com
Upcoming Events:
In February, the PTO will be having a Valentine’s Day Cookie Sale with Cafe du Pain and
also a Candy Gram Sale.
In March, the PTO will be having Read Across America book exchange and the Book Fair.
The PTO is hoping to have Teacher Clubs happening then, but this is TBD based on
COVID restrictions and teacher interest.

Questions or
Comments
All

-Tamala Fleming asked if the date for the 3rd grade party has been scheduled. Megan
Coopersmith is chairing the 3rd Grade Committee so she responded. Tamala’s husband,
Kirk, offered to dj at the 3rd grade party, but he has also offered to dj at the 6th grade party
at LIS so the dates cannot conflict. Megan has reached out to the organizers of the 6th
grade party to see if their date is set, but has not received an answer back yet. Therefore the
date of the 3rd grade party is still not finalized, but hoping it will be soon.
-A parent asked when the Spring Teacher Club dates will be. Bonne Giglio answered and
indicated that the PTO doesn’t know whenTeacher Clubs will be happening yet because it
depends on the teachers, ability to get in the building, teacher participation and interest
and other logistics. It could be in April or May.
-Kristen Paladino asked if Sandy would be sending an email to all 1st grade families with
the signup genius to contribute to the Teacher Appreciation lunch or if the Homeroom
Coordinators should be doing that. Sandy Cayo-Alassan answered and said she will be
emailing the 1st grade families asking to contribute to the teacher lunch sponsored by 1st
grade.
-A parent asked if the St. Baldrick’s event will be happening. Bonne Giglio said it was
likely, but that is all up to St. Baldrick’s. It is St. Baldrick’s fundraiser so they decide.
-Mrs. Donohue asked about her teacher grant that she submitted in October. She said she
hasn’t heard back and wants to know the status of it. Bonne Giglio responded that there
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were questions she had about it so Bonne would be reaching out to Mrs. Donohue with
questions.
Announcements

Next PTO meeting: Monday February 7, 2022

Bonne Giglio

Remaining meetings for the year: March 14, April 20, and May 9

Adjournment

Thank you all for coming!

Stay connected with us:
Ben Franklin PTO Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BFLawrNj
Ben Franklin PTO Twitter: @bfpto
Ben Franklin PTO website: http://bfpto.org/

Treasurer’s Report by Kate Schumacher:
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