
Ben Franklin Elementary PTO
May 2023Meeting Minutes

WHEN:Monday, May 15, 2023
WHERE: In person and Zoom Facilitator(s): Bonne Giglio

PTO BOARD: Bonne Giglio, Petra Crevier, Rachelle Picarello, Nicole Bottrel, Kristen Paladino, andMegan
Coopersmith

ATTENDEES: Principal Jay Billy, PTO Board, Ben Franklin Parents/Guardians
STARTTIME: 7:02 pm ENDTIME: 7:26 pm

Topic and
Spokesperson

Discussion Points

Introductions
Bonne Giglio

-Bonne Giglio-PTO President, Petra Crevier-VP1, Rachelle Picarello-VP2, Megan
Coopersmith-Recording Secretary, -Nicole Bottrel-Corresponding Secretary, and Kristen
Paladino-Treasurer

PTO President’s
Update

Bonne Giglio

We had Teacher AppreciationWeek and Screen Free Week the �rst week of May.
There was a Community Conversation meeting at the school. It was an open and free
formQ&A for Lawrence Board of Ed members and Dr. Kasun. Wished more people
attended, but it was an enjoyable meeting and the Board of Ed members were very
responsive.
Bonne Giglio is o�cially done with BF and this is her last meeting. Bonne loved helping
guide the Ben Franklin PTO Board the last two years. She will be available to help
volunteer in the future. She stated that being on the Board was a great privilege.

Principal Update

Mr. Billy

Mr. Billy thanked Bonne for her service on the PTO. He said Bonne has been busy and
active at the school for all 5 years he has been here.

Mr. Billy thanked all the families that came out to the Community Conversation meeting.
Wished more people came to listen, but it was still good having people come and have a
conversation with the Board of Ed.

Mr. Billy heard the feedback from the meeting that was requesting more ways to challenge
eager learners in the school. He had a meeting with sta� regarding how to enrich the
curriculum for students who may get lost in the shu�e amongst special needs kids or
other children that need the teacher's attention. He is always looking to �nd ways to
di�erentiate the needs of all kids.
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Principal Update
cont.

Mr. Billy

Mr. Billy asked families to help teach their children basic skills like how to tie their shoes or
ride a bike. He says he’s sending kids to LIS that can’t do these things. He also said LIS
has been stating that scissor skills are lacking and should be practiced more with families as
well.

Treasurer’s
Report

Kristen Paladino

*Please scroll to the end of the Meeting Minutes for Kristen’s Treasurer’s Report

(PTO has spent a lot of money this past month, but don’t be scared. The PTO is still
�nancially ok. There were simply a lot of payments being made this time of year.)

Committee
Reports

Event chairs

Carnival:
Megan spoke
this Sunday, May 21 from 1-4pm. View �yer
$15 per child (adults are free)- admission includes unlimited carnival games, carnival
prizes, sand art making, and a juggling show at 3pm. See some of the games & activities!
Ra�e tickets for sale- there are a TON of ra�es to try to win (A total of 43 ra�es!!)
Here’s the list of ra�e items!!
Snacks for sale- cotton candy machine, italian ice, pretzels, chips, water, and juice
Volunteers get entered into a ra�e for a “Lunch withMr. Billy” prize. Five volunteers will
win this prize for their child. To volunteer, visit the signup

Dine to Donate:
Petra spoke
Limoncello’s and Captain Paul’s recently happened. It is great supporting local businesses
and they are all so kind.
Upcoming Dine to Donate is at Amal�’s in June. Amal�’s has an outdoor area and a safe
outside for kids to play on the lawn in front. The date will be June 13 and it will be during
the afternoon to evening and drinks will not be included in the percentage.
So far we have made $1586 in Dine to Donates for the year!!

Clothing Drive
Petra spoke
$155.45 made from the drive
The items are repurposed for families in need

Teacher Appreciation Week
Megan spoke
-This was held during the �rst week of May. See �yer
-Each day the PTO treated the teachers and sta� to delicious food or fun activities
-The teachers and sta� were very appreciative and thanked us for a lovely week
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http://bfpto.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Carnival.png
http://bfpto.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Carnival-Games.png
http://bfpto.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Raffle-Items-Advertised-scaled.jpg
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a084baaa62aa0fe3-carnival#/
http://bfpto.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Teacher-Appreciation-Week-2023.jpeg


Committee
Reports
(cont.)

Event chairs

Screen Free Week
Kristen spoke
-This was held during the �rst week of May. See �yer
-There was the library, rock painting, banner making for the teachers, author night,
Minute toWin It, and Rita’s
-Minute toWin It was so much fun and a ton of families came out to the event to have a
night of family fun playing games!
spent only $380ish
-Kristen wrote thank you notes to the library & author

3rd Grade Committee
Kristen spoke
Ilana has submitted the yearbook-should get them around June 5
Bonne submitted order for t shirts and stickers for the 3rd grade gift
Party is coming along - DJ, face painting, games, ra�es

New Business

Event chairs

This meeting served as the election for the open board positions
-Megan Coopersmith voted in as President (unanimous and unopposed)
-Ilana Hernandez voted in as Recording Secretary (unanimous and unopposed)

Important Upcoming event dates
BF Carnival date: May 21st
March 25: Field Day
3rd Grade Party - June 9th
Teach like a Pirate Day - June 14th
Trenton Thunder - June 15th
Chalk the Walk - June 21st

Important Dates for the Rest of the School Year:
May 21 - Carnival 1-4pm
May 25 - Field Day
May 26 - No School - Emergency Closing Day
May 27 - Memorial Day Parade - Join us as BFMarches
May 29 - No School - Memorial Day
May 30 - Field Day Rain Date (if the 25th doesn't work)
June 1 - LIS Ambassadors visit 3rd Grade
June 2 - 3rd Grade Trip
June 5 - Kindergarten Orientation (2023 Kindergarten Students Visit) 3:40
June 6 - Kindergarten Concert 2 PM
June 7 - Unity Day (3rd Grade visits LIS)
June 8 - 3rd Grade Art/Music Night at BF
June 9 - 1st Grade Trip/3rd Grade Party 6:30-8 PM
June 14 - Teach Like A Pirate Day 1:15-3:15pm
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http://bfpto.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Screen-Free-Week-Printable-Flyer-Updated.png


New Business
(cont.)

Event chairs

June 15 - Spirit Day & Trenton Thunder Night
June 16 - No School for Juneteenth
June 19 - LIS Seniors Return
June 21 - Chalk the Walk for the Last Day
June 22 - Last Day of School - Clap Out for Third Graders

Questions or
Comments

All

None

Announcements

Bonne Giglio
This was the �nal PTOmeeting of the school year!

Adjournment Thank you all for coming!
Stay connected with us:

Ben Franklin PTO Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BFLawrNj
Ben Franklin PTOTwitter: @bfpto
Ben Franklin PTOwebsite: http://bfpto.org/

May Treasurer’s Report by Kristen Paladino:
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https://www.facebook.com/BFLawrNj
https://twitter.com/bfpto
http://bfpto.org/
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