BEN FRANKLIN ELEMENTARY PTO
September 2025 Meeting Minutes

WHEN: Monday, September 15, 2025

WHERE: Ben Franklin Library

FACILITATOR(S): Megan Coopersmith

PTO BOARD: Megan Coopersmith, Petra Crevier, Lindsay Walsh, Nicole Bottrel,
llana Hernandez, and Kristen Paladino

ATTENDEES: Principal Geoff Hewitt, PTO Board, Ben Franklin Parents and Guardians
START TIME: 7:05pm = END TIME: 7:59pm

TOPIC AND
SPOKEPERSON

DISCUSSION POINTS

Introductions

Megan
Coopersmith

- Board introduced themselves:

Megan Coopersmith - PTO President, Petra Crevier - Ist VP, Lindsay Walsh -
2nd VP, Nicole Bottrel - Corresponding Secretary, llana Hernandez -
Recording Secretary, Kristen Paladino - Treasurer

Principal
Update

Mr. Hewitt

- Thanks to the PTO for all that has been done since the start of the school
year. The welcome gifts to students, teacher and staff were appreciated
as well as the Popsicles on the Playground and Chalk the Walk events.

- It has been a great start of the school year! Presently, 368 students are
arriving and dismissed from the school each day. It is appreciated that
families follow arrival and dismissal procedures.

- Security Update:

+ Students and staff will have different security drills throughout the
school year. Thus far, there have been a lockdown and fire drill; both
ran smoothly.

+ Expect increased security this year. A new system will be
implemented this year regarding the drop off of items at the school.
Now, when dropping off an item, families will be asked to drop off
the item in the foyer with a note with the child’'s name and teacher’s
name. This change will lessen traffic of people coming in and out of




the building. Parents/guardians will still be able to come into the
building for other matters.

- The Lost and Found is growing quickly; items are stored outside of the All
Purpose Room. Families are encouraged to label their student’s items.
Unclaimed items will be donated twice during the school year (at the start
of winter break and at the end of the year). Labels will be checked before
donating items to ensure students get their items back. Be sure to check
the Lost and Found at Back to School Night this week.

- A form was emailed out to families regarding the PTO directory. This
directory is used for families to reach out to one another for birthdays,
playdates, etc. Thus far, 221 people have opted in to be included in the
directory. To be included in the PTO directory, please fill out the form in Mr.
Hewitt's last newsletter.

- Reminder: The free/reduced lunch application is due Oct. 1. This form
must be filled out each year to qualify. Families who are looking to send in
money for their child’s lunch are welcome to send in a check with their
child to avoid online fees.

- NEW this year: No food will be allowed at classroom birthday parties. The
district has decided that this would best meet the concerns of parents,
address allergies, and be the most equitable. This new decision will be
applied across the district for grades Pre-K to 6th. Please note that
children will be celebrated on their birthdays in their classroom in other
ways. This change does not apply to classroom celebrations organized by

homeroom coordinators. Food will be allowed on those occasions.

- Back to School Night is taking place on Thurs,, Sept. 18 at Ben Franklin.
This is a night for adults to learn more about what to expect for the school
year directly from their child’s teacher. If families cannot find childcare,
activities will be set up for students in grades K to 3. Classroom
presentations for Pre-K to Ist will be from 6pm to 7pm, with 2nd and 3rd
grade presentations taking place from 7pm to 8pm.

- Donations of group toys and games (i.e. jenga, legos, etc.) are needed
for indoor recess days.




PTO President
Update

Megan
Coopersmith

- The Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) at Ben Franklin is a non-profit
composed of all unpaid parent volunteers. Its purpose is to raise money to
fund activities, events and school needs that are not within the district
budget.

- In the past, the PTO has purchased classroom supplies, birthday books
for students, books for the library, and other school needs like the front
entryway mat. The PTO also hosts free events for families to foster a sense
of community. To pay for these things, the PTO hosts a number of
fundraisers.

- At the end of this school year, there will be at least two (2) board
positions open. It is the PTO’s President and Corresponding Secretary’s last
year.

+ For a candidate to be eligible for an Executive Officer position prior
to nomination all of the following requirements must be satisfied in
the current school year: (1) attended at least 50% of the PTO
meetings, and (2) volunteered for PTO activities.

These requirements are written in the PTO’s bylaws.
Keep in mind that anyone can be nominated for any board position,
not just the vacant positions.

Recaps

Respective
Chairs

Welcome Back Gifts & Stocking Teacher’s Lounge for Teachers and Staff

- Megan Coopersmith spoke.

- Teachers and staff welcomed the first day of school with an emergency
kit for teachers (includes sewing kit, nail file, bandages, shout wipes, etc.)
and a lounge stocked with snacks and drinks.

Welcome Back to School Gifts for Students

- Megan Coopersmith spoke.

- On the first day of school, each BF student was gifted a pencil with a note
attached.

Popsicl n the Pl roun

- Megan Coopersmith spoke.

- The PTO’s annual Popsicles on the Playground event took place on Wed,,
Aug. 28. Families were invited to come to the school’s playground for an




opportunity for their children to meet other students in their new class and
possibly their teacher. Popsicles were provided by the PTO.

- There was a great turnout for this event. The PTO was able to sell spirit
wear to families too.

Chalk the Walk

- Megan Coopersmith spoke.

- On Wed, Sep. 3, the PTO hosted Chalk the Walk, a tradition where families
are welcome to decorate the sidewalk the night before the first day of
school.

- Lots of families joined to decorate the frontway with inspirational
messages and drawings as well as take photos with the decorations
around the school. Ice pops were given out. It continues to be a great way
to start the year.

Ongoing
Events

Respective
Chairs

Spirit Wear Online Shop

- Megan Coopersmith spoke.

- Our spirit wear online shop is now open! Orders must be placed by Mon.,,
Sep. 28. No extensions! Orders cannot be submitted past the deadline.

- Flyers were sent out this week. Access to the shop can be found at
https://bfpto.org/sale/ and in Mr. Hewitt's newsletter.

- This year the PTO is using a new vendor. Items are expected to be in
backpacks at the end of October. There are different logo options on items
this year that can be found on the online shop.

Books Donations Needed

- Petra Crevier spoke.

- The PTO is accepting book donations for Book Exchange and End of Year
Books all year long. Donations can be left in the box in the vestibule at
school or email bfptorocks@gmail.com to arrange a pickup.

- Last year we gave out around 2000 books to students and classrooms.

Clothing Restock for Nurse’s Office
- Megan Coopersmith spoke.

- The school nurse is in need of shirt and pants donations in sizes Youth
Medium, Youth Large, and Youth Extra Large. Gently used/new kids
underwear and socks are also needed.



https://bfpto.org/sale/
mailto:bfptorocks@gmail.com

- These clothing items will be used for students who visit the nurse’s office
and may have had an accident.

Upcoming
Events

Respective
Chairs

Dine to Donate - Chuck E. Cheese

- Petra Crevier spoke.

- The first Dine to Donate of the school year will take place on Fri,, Sep. 19 at
Chuck E. Cheese.

- Flyers will be distributed this week to families. Purchases going towards
play time and food count. 20% of the proceeds will be donated to the PTO.

Ice Cream Social

- Kristen Paladino spoke.

- Ice Cream Social is taking place on Wed., Sep. 24 from 6pm to 7:30pm.
This is a fun event for community building. The whole family is welcome
but this is NOT a drop off event.

- Teachers will be serving ice cream and water ice. Toppings will also be
provided. Cost: $2 per bowl.

- Families are welcome to join even if they don’t want to purchase ice
cream.

- Thanks to Rita’s for donating cherry water ice and PJ’s Pancake House for
donating ice cream.

Fall Fest

- Megan Coopersmith spoke.

- Fall Fest will be taking place on Sun., Oct. 5 from 1pm to 4pm. Families are
welcome to join and enjoy games, raffles, 50/50 raffles, pumpkin painting,
crafts and even mummy wrapping Mr. Hewitt. There will be prizes and
cotton candy for sale.

- Admission: $5 per child; adults are FREE

- This year the PTO is holding a Pumpkin Decorating Contest. Families are
welcome to decorate a real or fake pumpkin and submit them by the Fall
Fest. These pumpkins will be on display and families will be able to vote on
them. Four trophies will be awarded specific categories including Best
Classroom pumpkin. There will also be a silent auction for the pumpkins.



https://bfpto.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Sep-2025-Dine-to-Donate-Chuck-E-Cheese.pdf
https://bfpto.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Ice-Cream-Social-25-Color.png
https://bfpto.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Fall-Fest-2025.jpg

Trunk or Treat

- Nicole Bottrel spoke.

- Trunk or Treat will take place on Fri,, Oct. 24 from 7pm to 8pm.

- This is a fun tradition. The PTO is looking for families to volunteer to be a
trunk, which includes decorating trunks and providing treats to BF families
only. Former BF families are welcome to be trunks as well. The Best
Decorated trunk will win a prize.

- Flyers are to be sent out in backpacks soon. The signup genius will be

sent out to families too.

Updates

Respective
Chairs

: i Still ed
- Lindsay Walsh spoke.

- Forms to volunteer as Homeroom Coordinator and/or Homeroom Helper
were sent out to families in the Welcome Packet. These forms were due
last Fri., Sep. 12. The PTO will keep an eye out for any extra applications that
may come in.

- In the upcoming week, Lindsay will reach out to Homeroom Coordinators
and ask that coordinators reach out to those who volunteered to be
Homeroom Helpers.

- At this point, some classrooms are still in need of volunteers:

Pre-K - Vinch, Docheff & Chasar

Ist Grade - Ali

2nd Grade - Gutierrez

3rd Grade - Bosmagy/PiIiere

Mixed Grade - Katlin

- This is a super fun opportunity that allows volunteers to connect with the

+ + + + +

class, parents and teacher.

Volunteers Needed for Events
- Petra Crevier spoke.



https://bfpto.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Trunk-or-Treat_2025.pdf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C4AAAA622A2FE3-58793587-bfptotrunk#/

- Throughout the school year, volunteers are always needed for events to
be successful. It is a way to contribute to the school community and
makes children happy when adults volunteer.
- Volunteer Perk: This year families that volunteer 12+ hours win their child
lunch with Mr. Hewitt.
- Hours can be accumulated when volunteering for schoolwide events
such as Fall Fest, Holiday Shop, Turkey Trot, Science Night, etc.).
Volunteering in the classroom does not count.
- Volunteer interest forms were sent out to families in the PTO Welcome
Packet at the start of the year. Families can also find the form at today’s
meeting and at Back to School Night.
- Note:
+ Families who volunteer early get early access to the event'’s
signup genius.
+ Volunteers don’t have to volunteer for the entire event.
- NEW: Join the 3-Hour Club! Families who pledge to volunteer for 3 hours
this school year will receive a special sticker when they pledge at Back to
School Night. They will also be entered into a special raffle basket and be
shouted out via email and social media.

Treasurer's
Report

Kristen Paladino

*Please scroll to the end of the Meeting Minutes for Kristen’s Treasurer’s
Report

Questions or
Comments

All

Comment: If families would like to be included in the PTO directory, they
must opt-in and fill out the Google Form sent out by Mr. Hewitt. Being a
part of the PTO directory allows for families to be included in Homeroom
Coordinator correspondence, playdates, and birthday parties.

Comment: If you have other gently used/new items you would like to
donate, please reach out to PTO.




Q: With teacher clubs no longer being a thing, how will that impact the PTO
financially?

A: The decision to end teacher clubs was a district decision. As a board, we
have discussed ways that we can adjust the PTO’s budget to resolve this
financial short fall. Typically, as a PTO, we set aside approx. $10k to pay for
field trips. The majority of teacher club funds went towards that expense.
On a positive note, the district will now be covering the field trip bill. So far,
we have made budget cuts on some events and have come up with new
fundraising activities/events to make up for this income loss. Collectively,
we are still sad about losing teacher clubs at Ben Franklin.

Q: Do volunteers have to complete their three (3) hours all at once?

A: No, those pledging to volunteer for at least three hours are able to
complete those hours at any point throughout the entire school year.

Next Meeting

Monday, October 27, 2025 at 7pm (virtual)

1. Deposits: $741 from Spirit Wear at Popsicles event; $1265 Cash
Donations; $1824 refund from LTPS Bus Funded (from last year).

2. $1389 for Popsicles on the Playground, $511 for Operating Expenses

(website, annual NJ Registration, office supplies), $57 in Bank Fees (CC
terminal)

3. Welcome Back Expenses: $71 for Students, $460 for Teachers

4. Fundraising Debits: $100 Deposit for PNO, $205 for Ice Cream Social

5. Last year's carryover activity will be excludd from next report: $493.84
debits and $735 credits.

9/15/25 Summary




Ben Franklin PTO 2025-2026

Budget Categories

**as of 9/15/25

Income Categories 24-25 Actual 6 Recommen| Actual 25-26 Dif
Cash Donations $ 323500 |$ 300000 |$ 1,265.00 [$  (1,735.00)
Coin Wars Income 3 145453 | $ 150000 | % - 3 (1,500.00)
Fun Run Income $ 84150 | $  1.000.00 | $ - |$  (1,00000)
Dine to Donate Income $ 70085 | $ 750.00 | $ 75.00 | $ (675.00)
End of Year Carnival Income $ 289450 |$ 300000 $ - |$  (3000.00)
Fall Fest Income $ 141135|8 150000 | § - |s  (1,500.00)
Fundraising Activity Income $ 354990 | $ 500000 | $ - $ (5,000.00)
Other Income 3 520 1% - 3 248468 | $ 2,484.68
PNO Income $ 2,500.00 $  (2,500.00)
Raffle/Gaming Income $ 248335 |$ 3,000.00 | $ - $ (3,000.00)
Scholastic Book Fair Deposits $ 814293 | $ 8,80000 | $ - $ (8,800.00)
Spirit Wear Income 3 493253 | $ 50000 ] $ 74105 | $ 241.05
Third Grade Party Fundraising $ 1,7/6350 | $ 1,000.00 | $ - $ (1,000.00)
Trenton Thunder Income $ 271500 | $ 2,750.00 | § - $ (2,750.00)
Holiday Shop Income $ 210045 | % 2,000.00 | $ - $ (2,000.00)
Expense Categories 24-25 Actual P6 Recommen| Actual 25-26 Dif
Assemblies 3 1,52000 | § 1,80000 | % - $ 1,800.00
Bank Fees $ 17229 | $ 17500 | $ 5732 1% 117.68
Coin Wars Expenses $ 5596 | $ 50.00 | $ - $ 50.00
Fun Run Expenses 3 42978 | $ 50000 | $ - $ 500.00
End of Year Carnival Expenses $ 291146 | § 250000 % - $ 2,500.00
Fall Fest Expenses 3 124978 | $ 1,250.00 | § - $ 1,250.00
Fundraising Activity Expenses 3 68473 1% 1,350.00 | $ 205.00 | $ 1,145.00
Insurance Expenses $ 48700 | $ 50000 | % - $ 500.00
Misc Family School Activities $ 41899 | $ 50.00 | % - $ 50.00
Misc In-School Activities Expenses 3 1675] % - 3 - $ -
No-Cost Family Events $ 650.00 $ 650.00
Operating Expenses $ 88374 | % 35000 | $ 51132 | % 338.68
Other Expenses $ 3900 | $ - $ - $ -
PNO Expenses 3 1,000.00 3 1,000.00
PTO Gift to School $ - $ 1,00000 | $ - $ 1,000 00
Scholarships $ 20000 | $ 20000 | $ 100.00 | $ 100.00
Scholastic Book Fair Expenses $ 6,651.03 | $ 900.00 | $ - $ 900.00
Scholastic Book Fair Payment 3 6,500.00 $ 6,500.00
Science Night $ 400.00 $ 400.00
Screen Free Week Expenses 3 28652 | % 20000 | % - $ 200 .00
Student Appreciation $ 29851 | $ 50000 | $ 7155 | % 428.45
Teacher Appreciation Activity $ 224529 | $ 1,400.00 | $ 46011 | $ 939.89
Teacher Appreciation Week $ 1,250.00 $ 1,250.00
Teacher Request Fund 3 61466 | $ 1,000.00 | § - $ 1,000.00
Third Grade End of Year 3 538262 | $ 400000 |$ 39384 | $ 3,606.16
Trenton Thunder Expenses $ 1,596.00 | $ 175000 | $ - $ 1,750.00
Trunk or Treat $ 150.00 | $ 20000 | $ - $ 200.00
Holiday Shop Expenses 3 188865 | % 1,500.00 | $ - 3$ 1,500.00
Income Total $ 36,230.59 $ 4,565.73

Expenses Total $ 28,182.76 $ 1,799.14

NET $ 8,047 83 $ 2,766.59




Teacher Appreciation Monthly

September

October

November

December

January

February

March

April

May

June

Total

Budget

400.00

Remaining

®| & |eh

400.00




