BEN FRANKLIN ELEMENTARY PTO
October 2025 Meeting Minutes

WHEN: Monday, October 27, 2025

WHERE: Ben Franklin Library

FACILITATOR(S): Megan Coopersmith

PTO BOARD: Megan Coopersmith, Petra Crevier, Lindsay Walsh, Nicole Bottrel,
llana Hernandez, and Kristen Paladino

ATTENDEES: Principal Geoff Hewitt, PTO Board, Ben Franklin Parents and Guardians
START TIME: 7:00pm = END TIME: 7:45pm

TOPIC AND DISCUSSION POINTS
SPOKEPERSON

Introductions | - Board introduced themselves:

Megan Coopersmith - PTO President, Petra Crevier - Ist VP, Lindsay Walsh -
Megan 2nd VP, Nicole Bottrel - Corresponding Secretary, llana Hernandez -

Coopersmith | Recording Secretary, Kristen Paladino - Treasurer

Principal - Halloween is this Friday. Classrooms will have their celebrations and the

Update parade will begin at 2pm. Families can sign out their children at the
parade. There will be clipboards on the tables in the grass area at the

Mr. Hewitt front of the school building. After the parade, visitors will be asked to stay

outside while students gather their things and are dismissed from the
front. The parade will be longer than last year as there are now 371
students at BF. As a result, the parade loop will be expanded into the
parking lot. The weather is being monitored. There is an option to hold the
parade indoors if the weather isn't great.
- COSTUMES REMINDER: Students should be able to carry their
costumes to school on their own. They will be helped with getting
their costumes over their clothes. They shouldn’'t wear anything that
obscures their vision. Do not bring any props to school. If your child
is in need of a costume, please reach out.

- Starting this year, the state has implemented new literary diagnostic
tests for those in Kindergarten and up. There will be additional evaluations




as a result. More information will be coming home to families prior to
conferences.

- Pink Out!: The school has been raising money for breast cancer for the
month of October. The online donation site is active through Halloween.
Cash donations are accepted and can be sent in an envelope in your
child’s folder. So far, $450 has been raised.

- The school’'s annual Veterans Day assembly is planned for Tuesday,
November 11 at 10am. Veterans who would like to be a part of the in-house
assembly should RSVP.

- The school’s food pantry, partnered with Mercer and Friends, will continue
to be available to BF families. If you are in need or know of anyone in need,
reach out to the school. This process is a discrete one. More information
can be found in Mr. Hewitt's weekly newsletter.

- UPCOMING: Students will have lots of days off and early dismissal days in
the month of November. Please plan ahead for child care.

- The Lost and Found is growing rapidly. Please remember to label your
child’'s items so they can be returned to them. Families are welcome to
look through the Lost and Found to claim items. Any unclaimed items will
be donated after winter break.

PTO President
Update

Megan
Coopersmith

- The Parent Teacher Organization’s purpose is to raise money to fund
activities, events and school needs not within the district money.

- At the end of this school year, there will be at least two (2) board
positions open. It will be the PTO's President and Corresponding Secretary’s
last year on the board.
- For a candidate to be eligible for an Executive Officer position, prior
to nomination all of the following requirements must be satisfied in
the current school year: (1) attended at least 50% of the PTO
meetings, and (2) volunteered for PTO activities.
- The PTO encourages parents/guardians to get involved and join
the board.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XTVtzdGXHtHCUU58hQR9W4MIhVReS_zg/view
https://app.smore.com/n/secj9

- The PTO directory was sent out to families a couple of weeks ago. It has
been posted in the PTO newsletter. To be included in the directory, families
had to opt-in only. If you aren’t in the directory and want to be included,
reach out to Mr. Hewitt to be added.

- The PTO is sponsoring the Eyes of the Wild assembly scheduled for
December 11. This is an assembly that the children enjoy and is sponsored
by the PTO each year. There will be two back to back assembilies split by
grade level allowing for better interaction with the rescued wild animals
that are exhibited.

Recaps

Respective
Chairs

Dine to Donate - Chuck E. Cheese

- Petra Crevier spoke.

- The first Dine to Donate fundraiser of the year was at Chuck E. Cheese on
Sept. 19. Lots of families were present and interacting with one another.

- $358.94 was donated to the PTO.

lce Cream Social

- Kristen Paladino spoke.

- The PTO’s annual Ice Cream Social took place on Wed., September 24.
Families were able to purchase a bowl of ice cream and meet new friends.
- A big thank you to teachers and staff who volunteered to be scoopers at
the event. It is always exciting to have staff interact with families.

Fall Fest
- Megan Coopersmith spoke.
- Fall Fest took place on Sun., October 5 outside at the front of the school.
- Families were able to enjoy games, prizes, mummy wrapping Mr. Hewitt,
pumpkin painting, and more.
- This was the first year that there was a pumpkin decorating contest and
silent auction. Families were able to vote for their favorite pumpkins and
participate in a silent auction to have a chance to take their favorite
home.. Trophies were handed out to those who received the most votes.
The winners are as follows:

- Most Creative Pumpkin - Caleb & Talia Sturr

- Funniest Pumpkin - Darin Ruano

- Best School-Themed Pumpkin - Jessica Mykietyn

- Best Classroom Pumpkin - Ms. Cady'’s class




- Thank you to all of the volunteers. This is an event that requires a lot of
support to be successful.

Trunk or Treat

- Nicole Bottrel spoke.

- Trunk or Treat was on Fri,, October 24. There was a great turnout. Lots of
families partook in the festivities.

- For the first time, the PTO requested candy/non-candy donations to
lessen the burden on trunks. Thank you to those who donated.

- This year there were 26 trunks who volunteered in total. Each year
families are more creative and fun. As a token of appreciation, each trunk
received a gift card to Colonial Bowling. Thank you for taking part in the
event.

- Based on feedback that the PTO received in the end of year survey, new
categories were added to the trunk decorating contest to allow for more
winners. Mr. Hewitt was the judge. There were three winners and two runner
ups:

- Best Kids’ Theme - K-Pop Demon Hunters (Jessica Meirs)

- Best Overall Trunk - Mad Science (Potter Family)

- Most Creative - Touchdown (Shockey Family)

- Runner Up #1 - Tron Trunk (Aguilar Family)

- Runner Up #2 - Witches’ Laird (Kitio Family & Andrie Family)

Ongoing
Events

Respective
Chairs

Charleston Wrap Fundraiser
- Petra Crevier spoke.

- The Charleston Wrap fundraiser ends today. The event was a success.
The school was able to raise $1363.10; with 40% of sales going back to the
PTO. Different prizes were given out to those who sold or shared the store
website. All prizes will be given out by tomorrow.

- Families are able to shop from the catalogue until Dec. 8; however,
students will not be able to earn prizes.




Upcoming
Events

Respective
Chairs

Dine to Donate - La Tagueria
- Petra Crevier spoke.

- The next Dine to Donate will take place at La Taqueria on Thurs., October
30. The flyer was approved last night and will be going out to families
tomorrow. The owners of the establishment are very supportive and
generous.

Winter Clothing Drive begins
- Petra Crevier and Lindsay Walsh spoke.

- The PTO’s winter clothing drive benefiting HomeFront begins on Mon,,
November 3. Flyers will go out to families tomorrow. Donations of gently
used warm clothes such as coats, sweaters, long pants, gloves, hats, and
boots are welcome. This year HomeFront is also requesting bedding and
diaper donations too.

- If you need clothing items, reach out to Mrs. Umbach, the school’s
guidance counselor. All will be kept confidential.

Fall Book Fair
- Kristen Paladino spoke.
- The Scholastic Book Fair is taking place from November 19 to 25 in the BF
gymnasium.
- Preview day will take place on November 19 giving students the chance
to visit the fair and create a wishlist with items they would like to purchase.
Prices for these items will be included on the wishlist.
- Note: Families are not required to buy anything on their child’s
wishlist. This is up to their discretion.
- Students will have the opportunity to shop during school hours on
Thursday, Friday and Tuesday.
- Families will have the opportunity to shop during conferences from
Thursday through Tuesday.
- A special family and friends event will take place on Sat.,, November 22
from 10:30am to 1pm (after the Turkey Trot). There will be free food, drinks
and door prizes.




- Teacher experience raffle tickets will be for sale this year. Teachers
donate an experience for a certain number of students to win such as PE
Teacher for a Day, Principal for a Day, etc. Families are welcome to
purchase tickets for a chance for their child to win an experience. This
happens only once a school year! Raffle tickets will be sold during
conferences on Thursday and Friday as well as the family and friends
event on Saturday. Winners will be pulled at 1om at the end of the book fair

family event.

Teacher Appreciation Lunch Sponsored by 3rd Grade
- Lindsay Walsh spoke.

- There are four teacher/staff appreciation luncheons a year; each
sponsored by a different grade. The first luncheon this year is scheduled
for Thurs.,, November 20 and is sponsored by third grade families. It will be
Thanksgiving themed with food catered by Wood Craft Catering.

- A signup genius was sent out to third grade families to collect monetary
donations to go towards paying for the catering as well as donations for
other needed items.

- This luncheon is expected to feed approximately 100 people. There
should be enough food to feed teachers lunch and dinner as this is an
evening conference night.

Turkey Trot Fun Run

- Lindsay Walsh spoke.

- The PTO’s annual Turkey Trot Fun Run is taking place on Sat.,, November
22 in the BF parking lot. The event begins at 10am with check in and warm
up followed by the race taking off at 10:30am.

- Cost: $15 per registered runner; this includes a medal and goodie bag.
- Runners are allowed to run with an adult or non-BF older sibling at no
cost; however, medals and goodie bags are only for registered runners.

- Teacher experience raffle tickets will be for sale with the winners being
pulled at Ipm.

Holiday Shop




- Megan Coopersmith spoke.

- The Holiday Shop will take place in the evening on Thurs., December 4
and during the school day on Fri, December 5.

- Inexpensive items will be on sale for students to buy gifts for family
members, friends, pets and teachers. All items are $1 or $2. Gift wrapping
will be offered at no cost.

- For Dec. 4, there will be free hot cocoa available and a possible door
prize to families who come to shop. On Dec. 5, students are welcome to
shop on their own during school hours.

Updates

Respective
Chairs

Spirit Wear Online Orders

- Megan Coopersmith spoke.

- Spirit wear online orders are expected to be delivered to the school at the
end of this week. Once orders arrive, they will be distributed to classrooms
and should be home some time next week.

Treasurer's
Report

Kristen Paladino

*Please scroll to the end of the Meeting Minutes for Kristen’s Treasurer’s
Report

Questions or
Comments

All

Q: What information will be on the iReady report that we are to receive
before conferences?

A: These iReady reports will only provide information on literacy. It will
provide the student’s score and next steps (answered by Mr. Hewitt).

Q: You mentioned that Halloween costumes would be provided to families
who couldn't afford them. Can we donate costumes?

A: At this time, we have a few costumes available for students who may

need them. Most of these costumes are in smaller sizes so we may need
costume donations in sizes for those in 2nd and 3rd grade (answered by
Mr. Hewitt).




Q: Last meeting you mentioned there being a need for donations of legos
and other indoor recess items, did you get any donations? Do you still
need donations?

A: Since the last meeting, some donations have been made. We can still
use some building toy donations (i.e. k'nex, lincoln logs, jenga) as well as
crayons, markers and colored pencils (answered by Mr. Hewitt).

Next Meeting

Monday, December 8, 2025 at 7pm (virtual)

1. Deposits: $1800 cash donations; $358.94 Dine to Donate; $348.50 Ice
Cream Social; $270 Collected for Fun Run (so far)

2. Fall Fest Summary: $1342 Entry & Refreshments; $820 Raffles/Pumpkin
Auction/50/50; $87.20 Spirit Wear

3. Operating Expenses $190 (Signup Genius Annual Subscription, Repair for
Cotton Candy Machine); Paid $475 for Spring Chicks Program; $50 for
Custodian Appreciation Day.

4. Fundraising Debits: $1118.13 for Fall Fest; $45.58 for Ice Cream Social

11/6/25 Summary




Budget Categories

**as of 11/6/25

Income Categories 24-25 Actual P6 Recommen| Actual 25-26 Dif

Cash Donations $ 323500 |$  3,000.00 | § 3,065.00 | $ 65.00
Coin Wars Income $ 145453 | % 1,500.00 | § - $ (1,500.00)
Fun Run Income $ 84150 |$  1,000.00 | § 270.00 | $ (730.00)
Dine to Donate Income $ 700.85 | $ 750.00 | § 43394 | $ (316.06)
End of Year Carnival Income $ 280450 (% 3,000.00 | § - $ (3,000.00)
Fall Fest Income $ 141135 |8 1,500.00 | $ 1,342.00 | $ (158.00)
Fundraising Activity Income $ 3,549.90 | § 5,000.00 | § 34850 | § (4,651.50)
Other Income $ 5208 - $ 248468 | § 2,484.68
PNOQO Income $ 2,500.00

Raffle/Gaming Income $ 248335 (8% 3,000.00 | § 820.00 | $ (2,180.00)
Scholastic Book Fair Deposits $ 8,14293 | § 8,800.00 | § - $ (8,800.00)
Spirit Wear Income $ 493253 | % 500.00 | § 82825 | § 328.25
Third Grade Party Fundraising $ 1,763.50 | § 1,000.00 | § - $ (1,000.00)
Trenton Thunder Income $ 271500 | % 2,750.00 | $ - $ (2,750.00)
Holiday Shop Income $ 210045 | % 2,000.00 | $ -

[Expense Categories 24-25 Actual p6 Recommen| Actual 25-26 Dif
Assemblies - $ 1,520.00 [ § 1,800.00 | § - $ 1,800.00
Bank Fees $ 17229 | § 175.00 | § 66.70

Coin Wars Expenses $ 55.96 | $ 5000 | § - $ 50.00
Fun Run Expenses $ 42978 | % 500.00 | § - $ 500.00
End of Year Camival Expenses $ 291146 | % 2,500.00 | § - $ 2,500.00
Fall Fest Expenses $ 1,249.78 | § 1,250.00 | § 111813 [ § 131.87
Fundraising Activity Expenses $ 68473 | S 1,350.00 | § 250.58 | § 1,099.42
Insurance Expenses $ 487.00 | % 500.00 | § - $ 500.00
Misc Family School Activities $ 41899 | % 5000 | % - $ 50.00
Misc In-School Activities Expenses $ 1675 | % - $ - $ -
No-Cost Family Events $ 650.00

Operating Expenses $ 883.74 | $ 850.00 | § 710.04 | $ 139.96
Other Expenses $ 30.00 | % - $ 40.00 | § (40.00)
PNO Expenses % 1,000.00

PTO Gift to School $ - $ 1,000.00 | $ - $ 1,000.00
Scholarships $ 20000 | $ 200.00 | $ 100.00

Scholastic Book Fair Expenses $ 6,651.03 | § 900.00 | § 328 (% 896.72
Scholastic Book Fair Payment % 6,500.00

Science Night $ 400.00

Screen Free Week Expenses $ 286.52 | § 20000 | & - $ 200.00
Student Appreciation $ 29851 | % 500.00 | % 7155 § 428.45
Teacher Appreciation Activity $ 224529 | % 1,400.00 | § 51011 | $ 889.89
Teacher Appreciation Week 3 1,250.00

Teacher Request Fund $ 614.66 | § 1,000.00 | § 475.00 | § 525.00
Third Grade End of Year 3 538262 | % 4,000.00 | § 39384 | § 3,606.16
Trenton Thunder Expenses $ 1,596.00 | $ 1,750.00 | § - $ 1,750.00
Trunk or Treat $ 150.00 | $ 20000 | § - $ 200.00
Holiday Shop Expenses $ 1,888.65 | $ 1,500.00 | $ - $ 1,500.00
Income Total $ 36,230.59 8 9,592.37

Expenses Total $ 28,182.76 $ 3,739.23

NET $ 8,047.83 $ 5,853.14




Teacher Appreciation Monthly

September

October

Movember

December

January

February

March

April

May

June

Total

=

Budget

$

400.00

Ramaining

$

400.00




