BEN FRANKLIN ELEMENTARY PTO
December 2025 Meeting Minutes

WHEN: Monday, December 8, 2025

WHERE: Ben Franklin Library

FACILITATOR(S): Megan Coopersmith

PTO BOARD: Megan Coopersmith, Petra Crevier, Lindsay Walsh, Nicole Bottrel,
llona Hernandez, and Kristen Paladino

ATTENDEES: Principal Geoff Hewitt, PTO Board, Ben Franklin Parents and Guardians
START TIME: 7:00pm = END TIME: 7:40pm

TOPIC AND
SPOKEPERSON

DISCUSSION POINTS

Introductions

Megan
Coopersmith

- Board introduced themselves:

Megan Coopersmith - PTO President, Petra Crevier - Ist VP, Lindsay Walsh -
2nd VP, Nicole Bottrel - Corresponding Secretary, llana Hernandez -
Recording Secretary, Kristen Paladino - Treasurer

Principal
Update

Mr. Hewitt

- Thank you to everyone who has donated to the warm clothing drive
organized by the PTO. An additional thank you to those who have donated
towards the Thanksgiving food drive and the turkey collection. The
support was appreciated.

- The Lost and Found is full. All unclaimed and unlabeled items will be
donated to HomeFront over the winter break. Please check the lost and
found to claim any of your child’'s belongings. Reminder: Label your child’s
belongings.

- Thank you to the PTO who does so much. It is appreciated.
- Thanks to all who made it in for porent/teacher conferences this fall. It

went well. Mr. Hewitt expressed appreciation for families being involved in
their child’'s education.




- Staff update: Mr. Gerald is retiring on Mon., December 22. Mr. William will
be the daytime custodian. Mr. Joe is moving to LIS; he is the evening
custodian. The district will be privatizing custodial services for the
evenings. Newer custodians will be assigned then.

- Attendance letters went out a couple of weeks ago. To provide
clarification, on excused and unexcused absences:
There aren’t many absences that the state classifies as excused.
Doctor’s notes don't excuse students according to state guidelines
as the state is tracking instructional time at school. The only
excused absences are religious holidays, college visits, and Take
Your Child to Work Day.

- This is the first year that the district has implemented the rule of no food
at in class birthday celebrations. Families have been good at abiding by
this new policy. This policy was implemented due to loss of instructional
minutes and reasons pertaining to equity. Thank you for following this new

policy.

PTO President
Update

Megan
Coopersmith

- PTO Directory: Families interested in being added to the directory should
email Mr. Hewitt. The directory was distributed to families in October and
can be found in the BFPTO newsletter. The directory file automatically
updates.

- The PTO sponsored the Eyes of the Wild assembly that took place on
Thurs., December 11. This is an assembly that is sponsored each year.
Rescued wild animals are brought in for the kids to observe and learn
about. It is always a hit with the students.

- The PTO will have a Spirit Wear sale in January. If you have any item
requests for the new sale, email bfptorocks@gmail.com.

- The 3rd Grade Geography Bee will be returning this year. The PTO will
provide winner baskets for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place.

Recaps

, B .

- Petra Crevier spoke.
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Respective
Chairs

- The Dine to Donate for the month of October was at La Taqueria on Oct.
30. It went well. The manager, Rosie, is so kind and eager to support. Details
on their contribution amount is TBD.

Dine to Donate - Candeld'’s

- Petra Crevier spoke.

- November’s Dine to Donate took place at Candela’s on Nov. 17. It went
well. Many BF families and staff participated in this event. The owners of
Candela’s donated $180. The check has yet to be picked up.

Eall Book Fair

- Kristen Paladino spoke.

- The Scholastic book fair for the fall took place from Nov. 19 to Nov. 25.
There was a great turnout this time around.

- Students were excited for preview day. The Saturday event was well
attended. Attendees enjoyed a cereal bar, breakfast snacks, donated
coffee, and apple cider; all for FREE.

- This fair the PTO elected to take cash. The PTO has enough scholastic
dollars to buy the next round of birthday books. In total $2230 was
received. The balance of this fair will roll over to the spring fair.

- $192 was spent on the fair. Approximately 40 students were able to get
free books. The PTO spent $20 worth of books for each classroom which
included a $5 coupon for teachers and $15 to spend. The PTO is working
with Ms. Parry to make a wishlist for a value of $500 for the school library.
- The next book fair will take place during spring conferences.

Teacher Appreciation Lunch Sponsored by 3rd Grade
- Lindsay Walsh spoke.

- The first teacher appreciation luncheon of the year took place on Thurs,,
November 20. It was thanksgiving themed with the meal catered by Wood
Craft catering, which provided lots of food for a steep discount.

- New this year: to-go containers. Teachers appreciated these containers
allowing them to enjoy lunch and pack dinner. This luncheon took place on
conference night.

- 3rd grade families were so generous and continued to donate money
towards the luncheon. The additional funds were used to purchase mini
bundt cakes for teachers and staff to enjoy on the following Monday.




Turkey Trot Fun Run
- Lindsay Walsh spoke.

- The PTO’s annual turkey trot fun run took place on Sat.,, November 22; the
same day as the book fair family and friends event.

- b5 students registered and ran. The forecast predicted rain but it did not
rain. The kids did a great job running the mile. All registered runners got a
medal and were able to make their own thanksgiving themed goodie bag.

Teacher Experience Raffles
- Lindsay Walsh spoke.

- The Teacher Experience raffle culminated on November 22 at the end of
the book fair family event. Winners were pulled at 1om.

- All winners should have received an email from Lindsay and should
expect to hear from teachers in the near future to schedule experiences. If
you don't receive information pertaining to your experience within the next
month, please reach out to Lindsay at bfptorocks@gmail.com.

Holiday Shop

- Megan Coopersmith spoke.

- The PTO’s annual Holiday Shop took place on Thurs., December 4 and Fri,
December 5. Families were welcome to shop on Thursday evening and
students were welcome to shop during school hours on Friday.

- All items were $1 or $2; lots of variety and good quality items. 41 students
received an $8 voucher to shop. Kids were able to buy gifts for friends,
teachers, family members, pets, etc. Students were proud of their
purchases. It was a successful event.

Ongoing
Events

Respective
Chairs

Winter Clothing Drive

- Petra Crevier and Lindsay Walsh spoke.

- The Winter Clothing Drive is taking place from November 3 to January 30.
Gently used warm clothing items plus bedding and diapers are being
collected and donated to HomeFront. Donations can be dropped off in the
bins located in the front entrance’s vestibule.

- BF guidance counselor, Mrs. Umbach is also collecting items from this
drive for BF students. Families are encouraged to separate coats and
boots for Mrs. Umbach to easily find them and give them to BF families.

- The first haul will happen this Friday.
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Book Exchange Book Collection

- Petra Crevier spoke.

- Gently used books are being collected year round for the PTO’s annual
book exchange. Donations can be dropped off in the collection box
located in the front entrance’s vestibule.

- This year the goal is to give 5 “new to them"” books to each student. The
PTO is collecting board books to middle grade books (6/7 grade level).
Last year, teachers were able to take a couple of books for their classroom
libraries.

- Petra is willing to pick up book donations.

Upcoming
Events

Respective
Chairs

Shop to Donate
- Petra Crevier spoke.

- A Shop to Donate will take place at Five Below - the Nassau Blvd location
from Mon., December 15 and Sun., December 21.

- A flyer will be going out to families this week. It has been confirmed by
the store manager but is waiting for regional manager approval.

Family Movie Night

- Nicole Bottrel spoke.

- Movie Night will take place on Fri,, January 23 in the all purpose room. A
decision on which movie for students to vote on is still pending.

- More information will go out to families at the start of January.

Ice Skating at Ice Land

- Kristen Paladino spoke.

- The private ice skating at Ice Land has been reserved for Fri.,, February 6
from 6pm to 7:30pm. It is a 1.5 hour skating event; BF families only.

- Cost: $15 per person including skates and skating time

- The PTO will be selling hot chocolate for $1in the BF skating area only.

- Students who have not skated before should come prepared with warm
and padded clothing. Adults accompanying these students should be
prepared to assist their children on the ice.




Teacher Appreciation Lunch Sponsored by 2nd Grade Families
- Lindsay Walsh spoke.

- The teacher appreciation luncheon is scheduled for Fri,, February 6. It will
be sponsored by 2nd grade families.
- An email will be sent out to 2nd grade families after winter break.

Kids Night Out
- Megan Coopersmith spoke.

- Kids Night Out will take place on Sat, February 14 (times tbd) at
Amerikick. More details coming soon.

Science Night

- llana Hernandez spoke.

- The PTO’s annual science night will take place on Thurs,, February 26. This
event is open to ALL BF families.

- BF families will enjoy animal science themed experiments and activities.
A flyer to all families will go out at the start of February.

- The 3rd grade science fair also takes place during this event. Students in
the 3rd grade are encouraged to participate and display a science
experiment or model of their choosing. A flyer will go out to 3rd grade
families mid January giving more details and with the sign up link. 3rd
graders who choose to participate will receive a ribbon and certificate.

Updates

Respective
Chairs

3rd Grade Committee

- Megan Coopersmith spoke.

- An email will be going out to all people who signed up for the 3rd grade
committee. This committee handles the 3rd grade yearbook, class gift,
part and fundraising.

- The first meeting will take place in January. Email bfptorocks@gmail.com
to be added to the list.
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Treasurer's
Report

Kristen Paladino

*Please scroll to the end of the Meeting Minutes for Kristen’s Treasurer’s

Report

Questions or
Comments

All

Happy Holidays! Enjoy your new year!

Next Meeting

Monday, January 26, 2026 at 7pm (virtual)

1. Fun Run Summary: $495 in enrollments; $174 expenses

2. Scholastic Book Fair Summary: $2230 realized income (pending $400
reimbursement from LTPS); $192 in expenses.

3. Other Deposits: $689 Spirit Wear Income; $100 Dine to Donate (La
Taqueria); $856 for Teacher Experience Raffles; $1363 Charleston Wrap

12/8/25 Summary

earnings; $282 in Credit Card payments for Holiday shop (final numbers to be

4. Holiday Shop $282 in Credit Card payments (final numbers to be shared in
next meeting).

5. Paid $690 for Eyes of the Wild Assembly (12/11); $16 Bank Fees; $600 for
Ice Land Event; $100 to NJ Game of Chance for annual registration; paid
$700 deposit for Trenton Thunder event; $106 for Trunk or Treat.




**as of 12/8/25

Budget Categories

Income Categories 24-25 Actual 25-26 Recommer Actual 25-26 Dif

Cash Donations $ 323500 [$ 300000 % 3,065.00 | $ 65.00
Coin Wars Income $ 145453 | § 1,500.00 | $ - 5 (1,500.00)
Fun Run Income $ 84150 | $  1,000.00 | $ 76575 | $ (234.25)
Dine to Donate Income $ 70085 | $ 750.00 | $ 533.94 [ (216.06)
End of Year Carnival Income $ 289450 | $ 3,000.00 | $ _ 3 (3,000.00)
Fall Fest Income $ 1411.35[8  1.500.00 | 134200 | § (158.00)
Fundraising Activity Income $ 3549090 $ 5,000.00 | $ 171360 | 8 (3,286.40)
Other Income $ 520|% - $ 248468 | $ 2484 68
PNO Income $ 2,500.00

Raffle/Gaming Income $ 248335 (5 3,000.00 | $ 167650 | § (1,323.50)
Scholastic Book Fair Deposits $ 814293 [ $ 8,800.00 | $ - 5 (8,800.00)
Spirit Wear Income $ 493253 |8 500.00 | $ 151725(8% 1,017.25
Third Grade Party Fundraising $ 176350 | $ 1,000.00 | $ - 5 (1,000.00)
Trenton Thunder Income $ 271500 | § 275000 | % - $ (2,750.00)
Holiday Shop Income $ 210045 | $ 2,000.00 | % 28245

Expense Cateqories 24-25 Actual 25-26 Recommer Actual 25-26 Dif

Assemblies $ 152000 | % 180000 | % 69000 | § 1,110.00
Bank Fees $ 17229 [ § 17500 | $ 8273

Coin Wars Expenses $ 5596 | $ 50.00 | $ - 5 50.00
Fun Run Expenses $ 42978 | $ 50000 | $ 17431 | 8 32569
End of Year Carnival Expenses $ 291146 | $ 250000 [ $ - 5 2,500.00
Fall Fest Expenses $ 124978 | § 1,250.00 | $ 111813 | § 131.87
Fundraising Activity Expenses $ 68473 | $ 1,350.00 | $ 85058 | $ 499 42
Insurance Expenses $ 487.00 | § 500.00 1% - 5 500.00
Misc Family School Activities $ 41899 | § 50.00 | $ - 5 50.00
Misc In-School Activities Expenses $ 16.75| $ - § - 5 -
MNo-Cost Family Events 5 650.00

Operating Expenses $ 88374 | $ 85000 | § 81004 | $ 39.96
Other Expenses $ 3900 | $ - $ 40.00 | § (40.00)
PNO Expenses $ 1,000.00

PTO Gift to School $ - $ 1,00000[ % - $ 1,000.00
Scholarships $ 20000 | % 20000 % 100.00

Scholastic Book Fair Expenses $ 665103 |3 900.00 | $ 106.07 | § 703.93
Scholastic Book Fair Payment 3 6,500.00

Science Night 3 400.00

Screen Free Week Expenses 3 28652 | $ 20000 | $ - 5 200.00
Student Appreciation $ 29851 (5% 500.00 | $ 7155 | % 42845
Teacher Appreciation Activity $ 224529 | § 140000 | $ 51011 | § 889.89
Teacher Appreciation Week 5 1,250.00

Teacher Request Fund $ 614.66 | $ 1,000.00 | $ 47500 | $ 525.00
Third Grade End of Year $ 538262 |5 400000 [ $ 39384 | § 3,606.16
Trenton Thunder Expenses $ 1596.00 | § 1,750.00 | $ 700.00 | § 1,050.00
Trunk or Treat $ 150.00 | $ 20000 | § 106.90 | $ 93.10
Holiday Shop Expenses $ 1,888.65 | $ 1,500.00 [ $ - 5 1,500.00




Teacher Appreciation Monthly

September

October

Movember

December

January

February

March

April

May

June

Total

£

Budget

$

400.00

Remaining

$

400.00




